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What is Veterinary Chiropractic Care? 

Chiropractic care focuses on the relationship between the spine and the nervous system to 
promote proper function and overall health in both large and small animals. Through the art 
and application of correct pressure and positioning small adjustments can be made to the 
neuromuscular skeletal system to correct subluxations. (Which are characterized as muscle 
spasms, pain, swelling, reduced function and motion.) The nervous system controls the function 
of all muscles and organs in the body and when it is not functioning correctly it can cause 
problems and irritation throughout the body.  For this reason chiropractic care treats not just 
the skeletal muscles but the animal as a whole.     

  

Chiropractic Care is a form of alternative or holistic medicine which has great potential in 

veterinary medicine.  Similar to other forms of alternative therapies it focuses on the body’s 

innate ability to heal itself.   

What could cause Subluxations? 
There are many things that can cause subluxations in your pet.  These include accidents, 

injuries, stress, being overweight, illnesses, post surgical problems, arthritis or disk related 

issues. 

What Symptoms may indicate Subluxations? 

As with any health concerns we recommend that you contact your pet primary care giver for an 
overall physical exam.  There are many symptoms that could indicate a subluxation. A few that 
you may notice include panting, pacing, yelping, an arched back, being sensitive to touch, a 
change in behavior, unwillingness to go up stairs, and stiffness or weakness after exercise.  

 
Why choose chiropractic therapy for your pet? 

Chiropractic adjustments are usually not painful for your pet and in addition may have some 
benefits that you did not originally realize. For example it may help your pet without the use of 
drugs or surgeries.  This could not only make the treatment of your pet condition cheaper but it 
would also eliminate the potentially harmful side effects that these treatments may cause.   

Dr. Stephanie Coates, DVM 
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