
What is Acupuncture?   

Acupuncture is the accurate stimulation of certain locations on the body that creates a therapeutic 

effect.  These locations are called “Shu-Xu” or Acupuncture points.  In Traditional Chinese Veterinary 

Medicine there are around 173 points in an animal.  Acupuncture releases beta-endorphin, serotonin, 

and other neuro transmitters.  The ancient Chinese discovered that the health of a body is depended on 

the state of a body’s “Qi”. (Pronounced Chee).   The goal of acupuncture is to restore the flow of Qi and 

allow homeostasis to return within a patient’s body.   

There are different styles of acupuncture treatment.  They include; Dry needling, moxibustion, Aqua-

acupuncture, and electro-stimulation.    

How safe is Acupuncture and how long should my appointment take? 

Acupuncture is very safe when practiced by a qualified practitioner.   In fact very few side effects have 

been found in clinical cases.  Each session last between 20-60 minutes depending on the patient’s needs 

and style of acupuncture used.   

How many treatments are needed? 

How many treatments needed depends upon the nature, chronicity, and severity of the disease or 

problem being addressed.  Sometimes, one treatment may be enough!  However, it is more common for 

3-7 treatments to be needed for more chronic problems.  Geriatric patients benefit greatly from 

monthly treatments.   

Does acupuncture hurt? 

Most patients, nearly 95%, are comfortable with acupuncture therapy.  Every animal is different and 

their reaction to acupuncture can vary. Some patients even fall asleep! 

How do I know if my animal needs an acupuncture treatment? 

Studies show acupuncture therapy to be effective in the following conditions: 

 Muscular Skeletal problems : Back pain, Disk disease, Arthritis 

 Neurologic Conditions:  Seizures and Nerve paralysis  

 Gastrointestinal Disorders: Diarrhea, Gastric ulcers, Colic, Vomiting, Constipation, and Impaction 

 Other Chronic Conditions:  anhidrosis, asthma, heaves, cough, uveitus, Cushing’s disease, 

hypothyroidism, infertility, renal failure, hyperthyroidism, behavior problems, skin problems, 

and geriatric weakness 

 Disease prevention and performance enhancement  

Why combine Acupuncture and Herbal Therapy?  

Herbal therapy is often used in conjunction with acupuncture by a knowledgeable veterinary for many 

reasons.  In general, they can help tonify deficiencies within a body or eliminate excess within a body. In 



addition, they can be used as “daily acupuncture”.  Herbs can be used instead of acupuncture for some 

patients.  

How much does veterinary acupuncture cost?  

At PVS the typical range is from $85-$225 depending on the species and kind of acupuncture therapy 

performed.    

 

 


